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MBTRtJaotoG^ of* td» Wmr;*— At Chi*-irick, from observations during the last thirty-four years, the average highest and lowest 
temperatures of' these days are. 68»l ft and 46,4* respectively. The greatest heat, 86\ occurred on the 12th in 1853; and the lowest cold, 31% 
op the 12th in 1543. During the period 135 days were ^ej und on 103 rain fell, . 


PARENTS OF SOME GLADIOEI. 



EALLX obliged ffiotilJ I be if 
; you could tell me the names 
, h , of the parents ' of Gladiolus 
gaudaveDsie, Also,, whether 
* ' : . - 1 : : ±be aix fo^wipg varieties— 

■ ; Eldorado,, Cunaafe; Gphir, 
Liun^ r Brencblejens i a, and 
V Yulcam t ,are ; the progeny of 
&• gandaveneis by itaelft or 
af:GFi.gandavjeasia*croaaedby 
?j . som©v other : specie b E- -■■ If the 
™;'r history of these sic 1 = yarietiei be- not 
% 'M known;: - their ^pearance may, per- 
\iA haps;" .teti- their 

■t. * 


.THE CRYSTAL PALACE SHOW. OF AUTUMUT 

FLOWERS AND FRDXT-— Sept. 4th & 5th. 


^.>te[Ihe ;-pai!fghta rQ^GJadipIuA,, gan- 


i darveneiaihaye .beeiu £rstmis*^tated 
& ; : ;ri fltoitn thA-i Continent tby/Yait Soufcte^ 
in ■ , hisL:d ascription ■> nfe> ib^an& t Xh: 


J ;■ JEn gl and by. Paxton^ in hiar ** Maga- 
: V 1 -1 zine-of : Botany "**■}- > Gandavensiar ; is 
ti ; v;- , * mj English see dlmgj* and^waa raise d 
ibj^Efe Herbert- and by JIT* Alcock, 
^ 1 ^neither ijtfLthem 'cotdd 


v . . : , . r >; ^ r flower it or any , of Xh^ seedlings of 

flie?aamft crpss^ and ^nt'oiit the bulbs Mr^ Bid- 


well, at Sydn ey r where the ^climate was mor e favourable 
. JtjcL .Bid^eE.flow&edlaE'the seedlings, at Sy dhey, and one 
: of them, ; gimdarle^^i Atr way -badcl to^Eprope.' 

The false parentage^ ‘Mz ly ai’Houtte shows 

that- that;: ^^t^oght'-^haye .been*.-*, i: : ■ = 

* r ffiansi Hauttefa* , par.enteg^ : i wAiiibatw eea i mtaleima . and 
eardinalis^rbut it m ^curious fact,; that* the: Natal bulb 
resisted aU.-tKe attempts t wjprqsar it everywhere -with any 
one of the west Cape species* i Nataleagia was the mother 
of G^adioius gapdaTeuaia by the polleAof the Madagascar 
oppositifloirasi nn4 ; the cr oss was^ accompiished' by two" of 
" the most correct breeders of their times i ,V ' Through opp o* 
sitifloriis^as'via flop dgitie*. lirerf fuad^easjtV Cape 

Gladiol t j and' . their .oflspriiig" haTo - been indnced tOi breed 
as freejy ae th e Pel argoniiiin* , Eiko the Pe I argon him the 
Gladioli of the present 'day are," mod, have been,, fast “ im- 
prpTillg/ , on- the principle of breeding, jn-and f -iii,’ There 
is; no seedling in cultivation from gandavensisrby any 
distinct species wh ataver*- rHutrg and ay eneis is certainly a 
true cross-bred pi ant "bet w e en two r genuine] wild; species ; 
and although itiB now more th an twenty^ years of age, not 
the age when it wa ^ announced on ^the ■ Continent, ibis the 
last' dstincfe crose hetwee^A^to.^pm 

The seedlings which you 1 mention are all garden croesesi' 
but they are: not the most f, dissimilar 7 froui;the brig in al a * 
Gladioli are; iiLOw^j^timg^f _striped^ MfE 
TKanthus: Mr/ >: Beatbn-"OTcA" 

-:- + 1 ■.*'-*:* i-.’ .. *: ts* , ,* \ , ' r - 1 f - i '-' : T j' - r v - ■' ** "j". -*■-■ ^ 'li,i '' LA -j - ' ' 



„ No. 24 — Jol;X^ : Nkw Sebibis,' 


It was a grand Show^ and the finest Dahlias ever yet seen 
r were there. t The best Hollyhocks that everw^re known were 
there also, - right and wrong— that is to say* it is not only 
wrong > but very , wrong,, to give one farthing for cut flowers of 
, Holly hocks; for if there is a blackleg between Sydenham and 
the Brigg of Ayr, he has here the pow r er and the inducement to 
. cheat his customers' with the most unworthy- of- cultivation 
Hollyhocks that ever ' were seen, for out of the worst spike 
,one flower picked, and cooked to look as the best we . bad there, 
and. a prise being obtained for it, it : might be called a first- r£te ? 

* and then the exhibitor might turn round and say it was not his 

* toU^.t^e Jiidgpe' asi<f bo j and purely it 'was right And/ftir to. turn 

^ & pehny by . ifc whare^ the arrowtendato from 

cut blooW H of HoUyh ocWmore than , of erny other flower. ' ; ™ 
•^TOi^yeij m-tha - world - were -there^. and 

^ than, th^y were seen, before. 

i There. ,werb tb bnsanda.pf pjie m, audi litera]ly there .wa a. not. a. bad 

■ , 'is ;in 

the^ .f^ v hiy<b ripj ephemeral nameaVtcf confnee and 

hither people. - ^raeyare^ M Gcrxpan, 

and the French or fiat-iioreted. aort a . . Now, just look, at one .of 

■ the besfr^maia whh’av&lpi^ 

\ of tfie . f akselTed . r oJtifhe 

i best of , our fc rethren, ; the florists, in their hurry, to get . at the 
‘ improvement of. Qne^cMon of4be family*" ' y^y should we 
. not l^ve;Chiysan 1 heinum 0 , exactly In. the fprm of the. beat China 
Asters, .as i w.e mi^tr jiistj as- ' e asily . have had from the tassdled 
ii ^ 'ia we?Jd^ Save: the 

cEarnfecs, of the m^nrv^ Ihpud’ & ,- X, ? / [■ " . ! ! r . j > ;' f j ! - 

But the Gladioluses^ of all t|ie.flowera of this gen eraf i on } huy o 
ma<3 e J the , ^mos.tjrapid' t strides i oji 'j tp^ perfecrion j of ” lng r an d 
feather T ; x and- Verb, ec as.put, u pa a l>un ones > ' aro y er j pretty 'brna^ 

: h| 4 nt 8 ;.jm^bfr drawing-room on pr^tt jh ttl© stan ds of khick : knacks, 
f but ^in^that way ^either flQ w)eVsV^ft ^ ^xi^db 

s to 1 the' t rimpfo ; '.fridt , jgn wa^> who, f ^may^ fre^gen^ sogie^ -J siw^f s* 

■ Nothing, in .the. palmy days "of' hbiitet , Over gp T - Eobin 8 on^ ; jof 

jCharing^Grosa rehowh^ '^ajs/mpra'jli^ to . deceived a good-bus- 
.tomer as a buncltof SO many trusses of Yetbehaa ;. and f would 
leave it as a legacy to my country re Eiders never tO;buy or even 
think of such a thing as buy in g a hew YerBena, from only seeing 
a pretty hunch of it at a show. -But- understand me, f would 
not advise the doing away with the exhibition of . cut Verbenas 
by any means*, .,-■ . '■'■ .^.i: ,--&•■ 

What I would like to see is this— only a few heads with a 
sufficiency of brains to see, the folly of : the present system with 
all cpt flowers, not even exceptin g the -: Bose. ; What good r has 
all. the money done .that was spent irr reward e tor fruit at Chiswick 
for. the last thirty years;?-' It never ; taught a single^ individual 
how to place % r disAof dessert on the dinner* table, which .is by 
, far - the most esaentiat ^Jprpperij -^forr a working gardener to 
know about fruit. r ’ . 'What on. earth i 0 goodrto the propelling 
.power of gardephagM^miiAliUont.^^^^ can antiri^^&vn 

exhibiting heaps of out flowers, ^without heads or toils, or any 
kindr of real .meaning in their, arrangement ? . , 

> This^was certainly the m ost beautiful right of cut flowers I 
evqr aaw \ but , X could not" help muring ou our childish way s r of 
displaying, , them f . '* Is there no .main or woman oh this : or- that 
L . side , of the Tham ® T who wo uld enjoy a design with nut . Sowers 
that: would com bine ,th e richness of five distmet shades ; of colour 
^jDriiha^ .Verbep^^ .or Aetrir? + ^ Can.h r mortflWe^rn 

^ ;; > r Nd; 6^ 23Vr. f Ono ShhiBB*. *' 
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